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sidney utes 


An Appreolation 


In written words as exquisitely vibrant as the “ropes of 
his beloved violin,or flute, Sidney Lanier gave expression to 
the ecstasy of deep emotions that was born of the truth,wisdon, 
goodness and love embodied in his character. No one can follow ? 
him all the way into the land of his "life's bright Lake of Dreams", 
There he found " the beauty of holiness, and the holiness of beauty", 
@ phrase he often used. 


It was through music that one feels he could attain to the 
heights of exaltation, “pouring out his very soul in harmony, In 
his poetry is found a loftiness that lifts him into an atmosphere 
of intimate soquaintance with Nature, in all its changing beauty. 
He hears the nhotes,unsounded; he sees the Glories painted for eyes 
unglazed by shallow souls; R898 birds eine ann trees whisper yand 
lights and shadows Play upon upon a scene of loveliness while over 
all is blown like a soft gossamer the soentdr flowera;and notes of 
perfect musical harmony filling his’ own soul, 


His deep feeling is shown in one of his lyrical poems:- 


Look off dear Love, across the sallow sands 
And mark yon meeting of the aun and sea, 
How long they-kiss in sight of al) the lands, 

ah! longer, longer,we. 


Nor in the sea's red vintage melts the sun, 
As Egypt's pearl dissolved in rosy wine, - 

And Oleopatra's night drinks all. ‘'Tis done, 
Love,leay thine hand in mine. 


Comc forth, sweet svare,and comfort Meaven's + -art; 
Slimer,ye we7es, round elaa wilighted -  :, 
0 night Divorce 3r~ wom * nd sky apart 
Never o -lip ce bonds, y 


5 Re 


Born in Macon,Georgia, Feb.3,1842, the eon of a lawyer,Sidney 
lanier at @ very tender age, evidenced a veritable passion for 
music, He Learned without instruction, to play on many instruments, 
the flute ,violin organ,piano,and guitar. So tremendously stirred 
were his emotions by the notes of the violin,so sensitive his nature, 
his father persuaded him to give up the violin, It was then that 
he devoted himself to the flute, 

Sidney Lanier came of a musical family. The earliestknown ancestor, 

of the neno, lanier, was at the English Gourt,and director of music 
during the reigh ef Queen Elizabeth; and his sodvand grandson ,ex= 
extending this position through thet of Charles T,and Charles ITI, 
The grandson was one of the incorporators and the first marshal of 
the Soolety of Musioians,under Charles II, along with four others 
ndmad, Levit ers The first in America, was Thomas Levlen he settled 
in Virginia in 1716. They were of Buguenot descent. 

On his maternal etde, Sidney Lanier descended from Scottish an- 
cestry through his mother,a Virginian of Scottish descent, a family 
also musical, 

He entered Oglethorpe College,or University in the sophomore class. 
Graduating in 1860,he shared the highest honours with another student, ‘ 
He was at once appointed to a position as tutor in the college. 

But all the stifo,ana storm of a Civil War was soon to devastate 
the fair land of his birth, It 4s appelling to think of one of his 
nature having to endure its horrors. Distinguished in word and manner}; 
he was stamped with a high breeding » and refinement ,torbaycopobtel 
of one s0 well born. His personality impressed eccunpese? an? fe 
interest in others made friends. His goodness was felt immediately. 
His life exemplified his high ideals, He reverenced the best of tho 
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old, while reaching out to emprace the new, 

When he heard the call of duty,he responded,and joined the Confederat« 
army in 1861, 

Something of this thought of duty,is presented in his best-known 
poem," The Song of the Chattahooche” ,written sixteen years later,one 
stanza of which reads,<- 

But oh,not the hills of Habersham, 
And oh,not the valleys of Hall 
Avail: I am fain for to water the plain, 
Downward the voloes of Buty calle 
De to toll and be mixed with the main, 
8 dry fields burn,and the mills are to turn, 
And a myriad flowers mortally yearn, 
And the lordly main from beyond the plain, 
Calls o'er the hills of Habersham, 
Calls through the valleys of Hall. 

His battallion was sent to Virginia, He was in the engagements 
around Richmond Malvern Hil1, Seven Pines and others, 

A deep affection existed between Sidney Lanier,and his brother, 
Clifford,who served with him as private, To each,promotion was offered; 
but rather than be separated,they declined, They were transferred 
to the Signal Service,in 1862; and in 1863,were mounted and sent to 
serve in Virginia and North Carolina, Later they became blockade 
runners, Sidney Lanier was captured,with his vessel,and served five 
months in Point “ookout prison, He was released in 1865, and returned 
to his home in Georgia on foot, He survived an illness that depleted 
his strength, but never regained his health, Tuberculosis developed, 
and the remainder of his life was a battle with that dread disease. 

At the age of twenty-three, he must now begin to take up life 

anew. He was talented in both literature and musio, He had ambitions 
in both directions; but because there seemed less opportunity in the 
latter,he became a hotel olerk in Montgomery, Alabama,and while so 


employed,assembled and published a book,written at intervals «mre 


he 


during his service in the atiay, a story of his own experiences. 
This book was entitled,"Tiger Lilies",and begun at Burwell's Bey, 
on the James River,not far from anithtiel4,Va., in 186301865. It 
was published in 1867. It expressed the horrors of war, whioh had 
so deeply impressed him,and which one wishes could have been spared 
aman of his sensitive reaction. 

Atter teaching in the South a while, he married Miss Mary Day,of 
Macon ,Georgia, this was in 1867. For several years jhe studied and 
practiced law with his father, He was not happy in this proravsioni 
preferring musio and literature. 

The South was in the throes of poverty and W@istress called the 
Reconstruction period. There was little opportunity for the pur- 
suit of music; so he later went to Baltimore. Here he secured a 
position with the Peabody Symphony Orchastna as first flute. 

His first poem was " The Dying words of Stonewakl Jackson" vied 
"The Tournament" , the last being altered became "The Psalm of the West". 


From Baltimore he wrote a touching letter to his father, in which 
was expressed his regrets that pain; sloimsypoverty ant lack of educationa: 
facilities,together with inspiration,derived from contact with lit- 
erary people,and literary ways had been Aisildt.i-Heyexpreased pleasure 
at his ability to hear good music which so greatly added to his en- 
joyment; and to be able to have access to good libraries. 

It was under this inspiration that he wrote my Springs” - beauti- 
ful tribute to his wife whose society he was denied, She had re- 
mained in the South,with their ohildren; but her devotion lent in- 
epiration to his work. One stanza is here quoted- 

iy. springs fren’ out hose shite sioy 


Issue the sweet celestial streams 
That feed my life's bright Lake of Dreams, 


Duph aa. 
NS 9 Nee 
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There were other poems- " In Absence," "Acknowledgment }ene eto. 
The first poem that was generally recognized was"@Orn”, in which 
he desribed the warn,ripe richness of sumer,in his native southland, 
In his Longer poems his genius 1s better expressed, Of these, 
are to be mentioned, "The Marshea of Glynn" )"Sunrise", and " The 3ymphon: 
Tne first of these might be called his masterpiece, because of its 
uplifting quality, The setting is an evening in June ,with the tide 
swelling to full,undulating in its movement ,uniting the marsh,and the 
sea, Over all are the softening colors of ai aad sky. To this is 
added the rhythmof musical Mnolteings harmony to the whole. His epivie 
Ye marshes,how candid and simple and nothing-witholding and free 
Ye publish yourselves to the sky and offer yourselves to the seal $ 
Tolerant plains,that suffer the the sea and the rains and the sun, 
Ye spread and span like the catholic man who hag mightily won 
God out of knowledge and good out of infinite pain 
And sight out of blindness and purity out of a stain, 
In " The Symphony", a chorus of musical inetrumenta,which include 
the flute and violin, plead for a sympathetic treatment of the less 
fortunate in the trade marts of industry, ; 
While in Baltamore Lanier aid intensive study in English Litereture, tr 
followed by several prose productions. Some of these were:- " The Science 
of English Verse", " The Development of the English Novel” and " Shakes- 
peare and His Predecessors", In the first mentioned, he theorizes 
about the musical annotation of paeury, in which he would apply to 
poetry the principals of musical composition, It was an effort to perfec 
a union between musio and poetry. Muste,to tomier, was a part of hime 


self- his very soul. 


But disease,and weakness were sapping his vitality. He sought the 
mountains of North Carolina,in summer; and the warmer olime of Florida, 


aoe “ss *ua while-he worked steadily- guide books for a railroad 
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ooupany, lectured, wrote poems and magazine articles. The inoome 

from his lectures afforded him a security to meet his needs. The 
lectures at Johns Hopkins University was both suitable,and conge= 
neal, Many of these lectures were given while he was burning with a 
high fever ,s0 {11 that they were given while sitting his voice scarc6e 
ly audible because of weakness, 

" Sunrise" actually the poet's sunset hymn, was written while fever 
flushed his cheeks,and lent unusual brilliance to his eyes, full of 
a spiritual light. It isa rhapsody of sounds and colors,as the aun 
rises, symbolizing the triumph of art over traffic. It closes with these 
iines- ; 

And ever by day shall my spirit 286 one that hath tried thee, 
Labor,at leisure,in art,- till yonder beside thee 

My soul shall float,friend gun , 

The day being done. 

In 1881, Lanier went to Asheville,N.C., hoping to obtain relief from 
his ever-increasing illness, He thought camping would be pleasant. His 
wife,and children joined him there; but subsequently went to a small 
town not far distant. 

The end was approaching,and Sidney Lanier passed away on September 
the seventh, of that year. He was buried in Baltimore. In the halls 
of the University which he served with such distinction,a memorial 
tablet has been placed to hia memory. 


Any sketoh,or apprectation,of Sidney Lanier would be incomplete 
without some allusion to his personality, That he was more than usually 
attractive, and that his refinement and distinotion of manner impress- 
all who met hin, hag been repeated by all biographers, Perhaps no other 
quality of his fine nature was more recognized than his reverence for 
the best in all that was old; combined with new,and original thinking. 
He lived his ideals,which were of the highest, 
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Sidney Lanier dwelt in the realms of music. He tried to free himself 


7s 


of the bondage of speech through its harmonies. He wrote," Music 


is Love in search of a word", 


In his, " To Beethoven” we find this in the closing stanza, 
Sorte" forgives me all my sins, 
Fits life to love like rhyme to rhyme, 


And tunes the task each day begins 
By the last trumpet note of time. 


Peace to the ashes of one who lived so valiantly;loved so deeply; ant 
wrought so well, aii fts6 memory will linger like the cadence of © 
of a song that is sung in the hills,repeating itself in echoes sweet, 


and tender that go out into infinity. 
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hollghtto have’ 
er of ‘John ‘Lanier:| 
Majesty § Quetn.| ra, 
ond\ John! La= 


it London 
i September J0,'1588), was the most ['G, 

distingutshed member. of the \La< 
pier family ln‘ England. He‘ hela/a 


high! mene, ‘oval 
both; eae te reual rm 
former,’ He- was ) alsbi'ai skilled 


painter andjone of! the first great 
art connoisseurs! With the’ out- 
break of civil war in England, the 
fortunes ‘of the Laniers declined, 
and Nicholas followed the Stuarts 
| into exilefAt the restoration: he 
againjassumed the office of pres- 
ident of the Society of Musicians. 
A portrait’ pf Nicholas\Lanier was 


ongein~ 1737 sand988.cr A bout: 
UBO the moved to: Georelay tore | 
for/27 years he representéd in’ the 


& 8) 

Sidney Lanier (1842-1881), 
beloved Southern poet and | 
musician, was a great grand- 
son of Buckner Lanier, who 
_was a jbrother ‘of Major 
Lewis Eanier., An interest- 
‘ing jatticle on the Lanier 
“family © and intermarried | 
lines appears on this page 
today... + 


service of ‘the crown. 


, Came From England .. 
SL Berns aam ne llate 


LIMNERD Sarl chy at yi 
iret batniedt ‘amétican ‘Latilér| 
was | John #(1633-1719),( who came 
from England about 1670 and set- 
fled in’ Prince’) George County, 
Wirginia.n) He was a resident. of 
} Virginia in 1676. Two of his sons, 
Robert and | Sampson, married 
[| Elizabeth’ and Priscilla, grand- 

daughters ‘of Sir John Washing- 
ton, earliest member of that dis- 
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” Married a Widow 


{Lewis /Lanier’s ()T wife Ann 
Butler, died ‘a Tow 
they shoved to Georgia. ‘August 6, 
1803, he married (2) ai widow, 
Esther’ Butts Thorn. ‘They moved 
to Eureka,» Ga, near Oliver, 
where they remained for years. 
This property was later obtained 
from Captain Noel Lanter by the | Lanier, of Sylvania, Ga., and Mrs, 
Rev. Thomas Washington Lanter, | Marie Lanier Lankford. of Tulsa, 
who for years filled the pulpit at | Okla., for the data contained in| 
the Eureka Baptist Church. this article. All are direct de- 
ny v scendants of Maj. Lewis Lanier, in 
Major Lanier was »a personal he he the Brier Creek! 
iMend of the Marquis de LaPay- | @pose, honor the Brier Creek | 
tape rena gnvited foxairecen American. Revolution unveiled & 
vayel a 
vannah, Ga, His feeble health did Ainiooe Par AR Na 
hot allow him to! attempt. the}! : 
trip. He ‘died February 12, 1839, 
at the age of 83. Hey < 
‘There were six children of Ma- 
jor Lanjer's second ’| marriage: 
Captain Joel Lanier, Isaac La- 
nier, Annie Lanier Kelly, Eliza- 
beth Clarissa Lanier Jackson, 


tinguished family which produced 
@ century later the first Presi- 
dent of the United States. (See 
{First Families‘ of America,” Vol- 
3, Pages 770 and 298). 
lg “John Lanier ‘was one of 
who took part with Ba- 
@ disturbance known as 
bellion. sSir Willlam 
colonial governor of Vir- 
was slow in defending the 
gainst | the jIndians and 
ofithe south side of the 
ven, took t! 


he matter into 


ands,-forming a camp} Strickland, | of fk 
Dpreent | Hopewel in Georgia, and . 
(Cottity, and “an- nler Ledbetter, of 
paar apes 


aan Lanter (1806- 
> 50N) of .Major 
Lewis a sere 


|. son. of Sampson. ard Elizabeth 
i phe 


] Kk: and 
the'grencerendiorner offJePE 
Lanter) noted financier and 
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Levies Lai 


') Caper! Ne au 
(1811+1890), 5 sont 
Maj. Lewis: 


'; Dr. Middleton Lanier; Laura, Eliza; 


Emmett, Alonza, Theodore A, and. 
Dr. Jefferson D, Lanier.” ! ¢ 
Maj. Lewis Lanier owned a 627- 
Acre plantation. On these expan- 
sive acres, upon’ which much: of! 
Oliver, Ga. now stands, five gen- 
erations of his descendants have 


is;"] distinguished themselves as edu- 


Carolitia’ Laniers, \ with # Reul 
raters Ey progenitor a: Ben) 
nent) at. West Point, Ga.,<'where. 

sheen? -bankers'3 and 

ers for generations.\) 

wis Lanier » (bornYkin 
Sussex Coiinty; Virginia, in 1756); 
(Chamberlain) Lanier, | 
great-grandson of the immi: 
John. Lewis’ was’ educated’ 
practlee of/ law. 

“When 21 years of age, being 
an ardentittwhig, he “ivolun- 
teered) as private in thel- Essex 
County,. Virginia, Militia’ was 
elected captain and afterwards 
promotedito major. He 
the Battle} of Long 
During ‘his’ service, 

id leg. 
and was captured and;confined 
for nine months," (Official ree- 
ord’ from the Revolutionary 
War section of the Bureau of 
Pensions;, Washington, DE C.) 


General’ Washington and? ss 
presented: with. another by, Wash: 
ington) who was his kinsmi 


cators, lawyers,’ physici id 
den 5. Med eine mi HY 
4 One of this family, 

tor Lanier, of Millen, Ga, 

of the Rev. Thomas. w. Lanier, 
Was the superintendent of educa- 
tion in Jenkins County, Georgia, 
until his death a few years ago, 


Famed Sidngy Lanier 


"Possibly the best known mem- 


i} ber of this line is Sidney Lanier, 


Georgia poet, great-grandson of 


Buckner Lanier. Buckner Lanier|: 


was an older brother of Maj. 
Lewis Lanier. Sidney Lanier in: 
herited the great genius of hi: 


\| early English ancestors, being su- 


Perior both as a musician and a 
poet. He is one of Georgia's best- 
loved sons. Sidney Lanier was 
born in 1842, He married Mary 
Day (died December 29, 1931, at 
Greenwich, Conn,),,in Macon, Ga. 
Sidney Lanier died in 1881: at 
Lyon, N. C., leaving two sons, Clif- 
ford {died 1908) and Charles Day, 
who was, before retiring {rom the 
publishing business, a half-owner 


of “The Review of Reviews” and 
“The Golden Book,” and an edi- 
torlat writer on the former. 

©) During the past year the Geor- 
Bla Poetry Soclety has accepted 
for publication poems of Gene- 
Weve Lanier, daughter; 

Ey Lanter, 


Maj. Lewis Lanier now 


‘Mrs. Elleer: Lanier Thompson, of, 
.Millen, Ge. Dr. is, Fielding, 


D ngabee am 


Samuel 


Burwell Lanier, the son of Sampwon Lanier was born in 17376 


That means his father Sampson Lanier Jr. and Elizabeth 
Chamberlain had to have married ty 1736. It seems impossible 
to think cf Elizabeth ss beihg less than 1h years old when 
hee son was born. That would put her birth in 1722. 


Samuel Chaniberlaine , father of Blizabesh , if he were 
son of the 3nd wife of Thomes covld not have been born until 
1710, which is the year after his father's 2nd marriage. 
Xhomzsxthen would have been only 12 years old when his daughter 
Elizabeth chamberlain Lanier, was born. 


So, if Samuel were the son of Thomas Chamberlain, he had 
to be the son of the first wife, Mary Wood. 
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L. F. LANIER, M. D, 
SYLVANIA, GA. 


December 14, 1932 
Wednesday Morning. 
Miss Blanche A. Chapman, 
Regent Col. Wm -Allien Chapter D. A. R. 
Smithfield, Virginia, 
Isle of Wight County. 
Esteemed Miss: 

I thoroughly appreciate your letter. I am 
sending you two copies of the Sylvania Telephone with 
articles by me and also by Mrs. Dr. Bleen Lanier 
Thompson of Millen, Ga. on Major Lewis Lanier. FProgram © 
Nov. llth, Armistice Day by Brier Creek Chapter of 
D. A. Re Sylvania, Screven County, Georgia-60 miles 
from Savannah, Ga. 

My records are that Major Lewis Lanier was 
born in Sumsex County and enlisted from Essex County. 

The Lanier's have history in Piétsylvania County, 
Brunswick, Cambell,and Lunenburg Counties. 

I sent copies to these counties, but am 
pleased to tell you that you are the only one who has 
acknowledged receipt of letter or paper from me. 

I thought those Virginia Counties would like to have 
my paper to file with their records. I sent a copy to 
Charles D. Lanier, Greenwich, Conn. and son of Sidney 
Lanier, Poet and 5th Cousin to me. He wrote me a nice 
letter, but could not give me the information I asked 
for. 

Since all this came up-Nov. 11,-Armistice 
Day, I have had letters from other members, which I 
prize, but, of course, some information they cannot give. 


Eee 


@ 


L. F. LANIER. M. D. 
SYLVANIA, GA. 


I am repeating my question. If possible, I would 
like to know in what Militia District or town Major 
Lewis Lanier was born. I would like to know about his 
education- he was a Lawyer- served a8 you will see in 
my paper Georgia Legislature 27 years. He was just 13 
years younger than Pres.Thomas Jefferson- and lived 
13 years longer. I am old enough to remember one of 
my Great Grandfather's old slaves- who lived to be 
very old. 

I am asking one more question. I have learned when 
Sidney Lanier's(Georgia Poet) Great Grandfather- 
my Great Grandfather Lewis's brother was born and 
when he died,- but I want to know where burried and 
what his business was?- I mean BUCKNER LANIER. 
My belief is that he is burried somewhere in North 
Georgia. So far I have not learned this from Laniers 
in Georgia. 

I thank you so mech for your nice letter, and trust 
this lengthy letter has not worried you. 


Sincerely, 5 A 
Artt PU. , 


L. Fielding Lqnier\ M. D. 
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